
 
 

In the fall of 2017, Onslow County Schools opened our first early college – the Onslow Early College High School. The state of North 
Carolina’s Early College or Cooperative Innovative High School initiative is in place to provide innovative programs jointly in high schools 
and institutions of higher education that will expand students’ opportunities for education success through high quality instructional 
programming. 

EARLY COLLEGE STRUCTURE 

The Onslow Early College High School seeks to foster the academic, creative, and social gifts of students through two levels of study: 
accelerated high school and college. Students take Honors and AP courses in grades 9 and 10 and are enrolled as full-time college students 
at Coastal Carolina Community College in grades 11 and 12. 

Highly qualified teachers from the Onslow County Schools teach ninth and tenth grade courses at the honors and Advanced Placement 
levels. Although students primarily interact with other ninth and tenth graders, they also have access to Coastal Carolina Community College 
resources. In addition, the Onslow Early College High School offers students a variety of opportunities for service, teamwork, and leadership 
development through participation in the school’s many clubs and competitive academic teams. 

In consultation with the college liaison, eleventh and twelfth grade students build Coastal Carolina Community College schedules– at least 
four courses per semester--that meet their individual needs and interests as well as high school graduation requirements. The college 
liaison, counselor, principal and student will work collaboratively to determine the best college transfer pathway. Coastal Carolina 
Community College’s academic program includes a wide range of college level courses and pre-professional opportunities. Students are 
enrolled in these courses with undergraduate students and are taught by Coastal Carolina Community College professors. Early College 
students graduate with a high school diploma and up to two years of college credit or an Associate's Degree from Coastal Carolina 
Community College. 

STUDENT CRITERIA 

Students with a solid record of excellent academic performance and a desire for a challenging academic experience should apply to the 
Onslow Early College High School. Successful Early College students are willing and able to approach difficult problems or situations with 
creativity, fortitude, and resilience. 

Students are selected to attend the school in a competitive process that evaluates academic achievement, attendance, letters of 
recommendation, standardized test results, placement test results, academic recommendations, personal essays and self-reported 
interests and activities. An admissions team representing the school and the college reviews applications from prospective students using 
a holistic process. Perspective students must have successfully completed Math 1 to be considered for admission. 

For the 2020-2021 school year, perspective students will be considered for admission into the Freshman (9th grade) class. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

For more information on the Onslow Early College High School, please contact James Strope, Principal at (910) 938-6702. You may also 
email earlycollege@onslow.k12.nc.us. 
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